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Introduction 
Form W-8BEN-E is specifically for foreign business entities, such as 
corporations, partnerships, estates, and trusts.  While the form is long, most 
foreign entities only need to complete a few parts.  
 
To begin: 
Review the form and IRS.Gov instructions to confirm if this is the correct form 
for you to use. 
 
Do not use this form if you: 

1. Are a U.S. person (including U.S. citizens, resident aliens, and entities 
treated as U.S. persons, such as a corporation organized under the law of 
a state). Instead, use Form W-9, Request for Taxpayer Identification 
Number and Certification.  

2. Are a foreign insurance company that has made an election under 
section 953(d) to be treated as a U.S. person. Instead, provide a 
withholding agent with Form W-9 to certify to your U.S. status. 

3. Are a non-resident alien individual. Instead, use Form W-8BEN, 
Certificate of Foreign Status of Beneficial Owner for United States Tax 
Withholding and Reporting (Individuals) 

4. Are a foreign individual or entity claiming that income is effectively 
connected with the conduct of trade or business within the United States 
(unless claiming treaty benefits) foreign partnership, a foreign simple 
trust, or a foreign grantor trust (unless claiming treaty benefits) (see 
instructions for exceptions) 

5. Are a foreign government, international organization, foreign central 
bank of issue, foreign tax-exempt organization, foreign private 
foundation, or government of a U.S. possession claiming that income is 
effectively connected U.S. income or that is claiming the applicability of 
section(s) 115(2), 501(c), 892, 895, or 1443(b) (unless claiming treaty 
benefits) (see instructions for other exceptions) 

6. Are any person acting as an intermediary (including a qualified 
intermediary acting as a qualified derivatives dealer) 

 
Common Mistakes to look out for: 

• All pages of the BEN-E must be submitted, even if no elections were 
made on a page 

• Name in Part I line 1 must match the name on the account 
• Incomplete required sections 

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-w-8
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• Missing FTI 
Notes:  

• Please consult IRS.Gov for the most up to date instructions and form 
revisions 

• If you have questions, please contact your tax advisor  
• You may contact the IRS International Taxpayer Service line at: 

• International Taxpayer Service Call Center: 267-941-1000 
o Hours of operation: Monday through Friday, 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

Eastern Time for account questions and 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Eastern Time for tax law questions. 

o Best practice: The IRS website notes that for shorter wait 
times, you should call as soon as the phone lines open.  
 

Hybrid Entity notes: 
Completing Form W-8BEN-E for a Hybrid Entity is a complex process that 
depends on whether the entity is claiming tax treaty benefits on its own behalf 
or merely documenting its Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA) status. 
The instructions differ significantly based on its purpose for submitting the 
form. Please review the Special Instructions on page 16 in Instructions for 
Form W-8BEN-E (Rev. October 2021)  for help in completing the form as a 
Hybrid Entity. 

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-w-8-ben
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.irs.gov/&ved=2ahUKEwiAqaSwzOyPAxXHpIkEHd0KC34Qy_kOegQIAxAD&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw1YD33yUL57nwQUKj5nluSX&ust=1758638312027000
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iw8bene.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iw8bene.pdf
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Part I - Identification of Beneficial Owner 

 
 

1. The full legal name of the entity. 
Note:  
If you are a disregarded entity or branch, do not enter your 
business name. Instead, enter the legal name of your owner (or, if 
you are a branch, the entity that you form a part of) (looking 
through multiple disregarded entities if applicable). 
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If you are a disregarded entity that is a hybrid entity filing a treaty 
claim, however, see Hybrid Entity Making a Claim of Treaty 
Benefits under Special Instructions, later 

2. List the country where your entity was legally organized. 
3. Enter your disregarded entity name.   
4. Check the appropriate chapter 3 entity type. 
5. Check the appropriate chapter 4 status. 

Note:  For most of the chapter 4 statuses, you are required to 
complete an additional part of this form certifying that you meet the 
conditions of the status indicated on line 5.  

6. Enter the permanent residence address of the entity identified on line 1. 
Note: Do not show the address of a post office box, or an address 
used solely for mailing purposes unless it is the only address you 
use, and it appears in your organizational documents. 

7. Mailing address is only required if different than resident address. 
8. Enter your U.S. employer identification number (EIN). 
9. 9a,9b,9c: As applicable: enter your Global Intermediary Identification 

Number (GIIN), Foreign Tax ID Number (FTIN).  If you are a resident of 
the following jurisdictions, you may check the box to indicate, you are in 
a jurisdiction that does not require an FTIN.  The jurisdictions are 
Australia, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, and Japan.  
Please check IRS.Gov for the most current list as they are subject to 
change.  

10.  You can use this to enter your account number for reference. 
 

Part II – Disregarded Entity or Branch 
Receiving Payment 

 
11.  Check the box that applies, if no box applies you do not need to 

complete this part. 
12. Enter the address of your disregarded entity 

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/corporations/list-of-jurisdictions-that-do-not-issue-foreign-tins
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13.  If you are a: Reporting Model 1 FFI, Reporting Model 2 FFI or a 
Participating FFI you must enter your GIIN 

Note: If you are in the process of registering your branch with the 
IRS but have not received a GIIN, you may complete this line by 
writing “applied for.”  
 

Part III – Claim of Treaty Benefits 
 

 
 

14. Treaty Certifications – Check all that apply 
a. Enter the country where you are a resident for treaty purposes 

and check the box to certify you are a resident of that country. 
b. Check the box to certify that you are a resident of that country 

and that you satisfy the Limitation on Benefits (LOB) provisions of 
the treaty. Many treaties include a LOB article to prevent 
residents of third countries from claiming benefits. See Irs.Gov for 
more information. 

c. Only check if claiming treaty benefits for U.S.-source dividends 
from a foreign corporation or interest from a U.S. trade or 
business of a foreign corporation, provided the entity meets the 
"qualified resident status" under the treaty. If these conditions do 
not apply, leave the box unchecked. See IRS.Gov for additional 
information on box 14c.  

15.  Complete this section if you are claiming treaty benefits that are not 
met by the conditions in 14b.   

 
 

https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/Tax-Treaty-Tables
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-w-8-ben-e
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Parts IV – XXVIII Certification of Chapter 4 
Status 

16. – 43. Only complete the applicable section and checkboxes within the 
section as required by your selection in Part I section 5.  

 

Part XXIX - Substantial U.S. Owners of 
Passive NFFE 

  

 
 
Only complete if you have identified yourself as a Passive NFFE with one or 
more substantial U.S. owners in part XXVI. 
  

Part XXX - Certification 

 
• Review all certification statements carefully 
• Check the box to certify that you are authorized to sign on behalf of the 

entity 
• Sign your name, print your name clearly and date the form.  


