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Introduction 
The W-8BEN is used by foreign individuals and sole proprietors to certify to a 
U.S. withholding agent that they are a non-U.S. person. This form is used to 
claim a reduced rate of, or exemption from, U.S. tax withholding on income from 
U.S. sources (like interest, dividends, or royalties) based on a tax treaty between 
the U.S. and another country. 
 

To begin: 
Review the form and IRS.Gov instructions to confirm if this is the correct form 
for you to use. 
 
Do not use this form if you: 

1. Are a US Citizen, a resident alien or your income is effectively connected 
to a US trade or business.  For example, if you are receiving compensation 
for services performed in the US, income from operating business in the 
US 

2. Are a Foreign Entity that is the beneficial owner of the income 
3. Are a tax-exempt entity 
4. Are a foreign intermediary or flow through 

 
Common Mistakes to look out for: 

• Incomplete treaty claims 
• Missing print name or print name not matching sign name 
• Missing date of birth 
• Missing signatures 

 
Notes:  

• Please consult IRS.Gov for the most up to date instructions and form 
revisions 

• If you have questions, please contact your tax advisor  
• You may contact the IRS International Taxpayer Service line at: 

• International Taxpayer Service Call Center: 267-941-1000 
o Hours of operation: Monday through Friday, 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

Eastern Time for account questions and 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Eastern Time for tax law questions. 

o Best practice: The IRS website notes that for shorter wait 
times, you should call as soon as the phone lines open.  

 

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-w-8
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-w-8-ben
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.irs.gov/&ved=2ahUKEwiAqaSwzOyPAxXHpIkEHd0KC34Qy_kOegQIAxAD&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw1YD33yUL57nwQUKj5nluSX&ust=1758638312027000
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Part I - Identification of Beneficial Owner 
 

 
1. The full legal name of the person receiving the income.   

Note: if you have a joint account each person will need to submit a tax 
form 

2. Enter the country of which you are a citizen 
3. Provide your permanent residence address in your country of residence. 

Do not use a P.O. box or an "in-care-of" address 
4. Only complete this line if your mailing address is different from your 

permanent address. 
5. Your US Tax ID number if you have one, if not leave blank 
6. Enter your Foreign Tax Identifying Number (FTIN) issued by your country 

of residence. This is the number you use for tax purposes in your home 
country. 

6.b Check this box if your country of residence does not issue FTINs to 
individuals or if you are not legally required to obtain one. 

Note: Please check the most up to date list of jurisdictions that are not 
required to provide your FTIN on IRS.Gov 

7. This is an optional reference number you can use to link the form to your 
specific account. 

8. Enter your date of birth in the MM-DD-YYYY format.  
  

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/corporations/list-of-jurisdictions-that-do-not-issue-foreign-tins
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Part II – Claim of Tax Treaty Benefits 

 
1. If your country has a tax treaty with the U.S. and you want to claim 

treaty benefits to reduce your U.S. tax withholding, you must enter the 
name of that country here. 
Note: Please check the most up to date treaty table on IRS.Gov if you are 
unsure of your jurisdictions treaty status.   

2.  This is for specific treaty claims, such as a reduced withholding rate on a 
particular type of income  
Note: For many individuals, this section can be left blank if a flat 
withholding rate applies.  

 

 

  

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-lbi/tax-treaty-table-1.pdf


 
 

EQ 2025 

 

 

Part III – Certification 

 
1. Review the certification statements that you will be attesting to under 

penalties of perjury 
2. Check the certification box to confirm you are the account owner and/or 

are the responsible person to sign 
3. Sign the form 
4. Date the form using the MM-DD-YYYY format  
5. Print your name clearly 
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